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As a Coach participating in EDGFSA, I hereby confirm that I have been appropriately certified as a coach and pledge to uphold great standards by following the EDGFSA Coaches’ Code of Ethics:

· I will represent myself as leader and ensure that the conduct of my team, coaching staff and parents are displayed in an orderly manner. 

· I will place the emotional and physical well being of my players ahead of a personal desire to win. I will treat each player as an individual, remembering the large range of emotional and physical development for the same age group.

· I will do my best to provide a safe playing situation for my players.

· I will promise to review and practice basic first aid principles needed to treat injuries of my players and in the case of serious injuries, I will contact the emergency service (911).

· I will do my best to organize practices that are fun and challenging for all my players.

· I will lead by example in demonstrating fair play and sportsmanship to all my players.

· I will provide a sports environment for my team that is free of drugs, tobacco, and alcohol, and I will refrain from their use at all youth sports events.

· I will be knowledgeable in the rules that the governing association has set forth for the sport that I coach, and I will teach these rules to my players, parents and coaching staff.

· I will remember that I am a youth sports coach, and that the game is for children and not adults.

· I will make sure all coaching staff is certified to be on softball field, which includes anyone on field or dugout or official scorekeeper during the game who is not a player of the team or official umpire. 

· I will not make any threats of any type to any members of the opposing teams including coaches, players and parents and officials.
· I will not bring any weapons of any type to the softball field; nor will I use any equipment such as bats in a manner that is threatening to opposing team, umpires or my team.
· I will not nor will any member of my team, coaching staff and parents of team members do anything that will instigate a reason that officials must call the police for a disturbance on the softball field and for which my team will be seriously penalized.

· I will not nor will my team, coaching staff and parents commit or make a terrorist threat which is any type of threat that causes a person or group to be fear of bodily harm; crime to commit violence communicated with the intent to terrorize another.  Police will immediately be called.

· I will report any problems for my team or coaching staff in writing within 24 hours of the incident to EDGFSA President and Secretary with copy to their park representative. This report must be written by manager or head coach of the team. Written reports from parents will not be reviewed.
Coaches Code of Ethics Violation Penalties:

*All violations will be reviewed by the EDGFSA Grievance Board.

· Terrorist threats:
Team suspension from the league

· Other confirmed violations:


· First offense:
1 game Suspension + $50.00 fine from affiliated association

· Second offense:
3 games Suspension + $100.00 fine from affiliated association

· Third offense:
1 year suspension from all of EDGFSA + $250.00 fine from affiliated association.

As a Coach, I have thoroughly read and do understand the Coaches Code of Ethics and Violation Penalties of EDGFSA provided above.
____________________________________________
____________________________
_______________
Coach’s Signature
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